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STAFFORDSHIRE  

I S  A  

COUNTY OF  

S IGNIF ICANCE



A  PL AC E  OF  N AT I ON A L  GE M S ,  A  C E RA M IC  C I T Y , 

CAPT I VAT I NG  C OU N T RY S I DE ,  AT T RAC T I ON S 

AT  E VE RY  TU R N ,  F LOU R I S H I NG  BU S I N E S S E S , 

S UC C E S S F U L  M A R KE T  TOW N S ,  B I R M I NG HA M  

A ND  M A NC H E S T E R  N E A RB Y ,  A ND  A L L  R I G H T  

I N  T H E  C E N T R E  OF  T H E  U K .



S TAF F ORD S H I R E  S U R PR I S E S :  N AT I ON A L 

DE S T I N AT I ON S ,  G LOBA L  B RA ND S ,  

A  GR E AT  VA LUE  A ND  Q UA L I T Y  OF  L I F E , 

FA N TA S T ICA L LY  C ON N E C T E D ,  RU RA LLY 

R E S PL E NDE N T ,  A  F OOT BA LL I NG  F OCA L  PO I N T,  

A  P L AC E  W H E R E  W E  R E M E M B E R ,  W I T H  S PAC E  TO 

B R E AT H E  I N  L A ND S CAPE S  F OR  L I V I NG .



It’s a place of innovation that designs,  

creates and makes,  that applies knowledge 

and pushes boundaries,  that opens your 

mind in landscapes that inspire, and always 

calls you back to a place you care for as 

home.



OUR  

STAFFORDSHIRE  

STORY



OU R  S TORY  A RT IC U L AT E S  T H E 

D I S T I NC T I VE N E S S ,  C HA RAC T E R  A ND 

C HA RAC T E R I S T I C S  OF  S TAF F ORD S H I R E , 

H I G H L I G H T I NG  W HAT  M A KE S  U S  S PE C I A L 

A ND  T H E  OP PORTU N I T I E S  F OR  T H E 

DE VE LOP M E N T  A ND  PROMOT I ON  OF 

 T H E  C OU N T Y . 



This overarching narrative consists of 

themes which are pillars and chapters of the 

story, and a big idea that is the emotional 

purpose for the place. They represent what 

needs to be focused on for Staffordshire to 

prosper. The theme areas combine elements 

that are already important in the place, 

alongside its potential and lesser known 

ingredients of the Staffordshire experience.



ACTIVE ,  

ADVENTUROUS  

AND FUN



S TAF F ORD S H I R E  I S  A  G LOR I OU S 

C OM B I N AT I ON  OF  L A ND S CAPE S ,  B OT H  U RBA N 

A ND  RU RA L ,  T HAT  A R E  J U S T  WA I T I NG  TO 

B E  E X PLOR E D ,  A ND  E VE N  B E T T E R ,  T H E Y  A R E 

BU R S T I NG  W I T H  T H I NG S  TO  S E E  A ND  DO 

F OR  A L L  AGE S .  W H E R E VE R  YOU  A R E  I N  T H E 

C OU N T Y  YOU ’ R E  L I T E RA L LY  M I NU T E S  AWAY 

F ROM  C OU N T RY S I DE  A ND  GR E E N  S PAC E S . 



This makes Staffordshire a mecca for those who want to get outside 

and get active, and that means everything from adrenaline sports to an 

enjoyable amble. There is fabulous walking for all abilities in amazing 

settings such as the Peak District National Park, Cannock Chase area of 

outstanding natural beauty, Churnet Valley, Rudyard Lake, the Trent and 

Mersey Canal and so many more.



CA N NOC K  C HA S E  I S  A L S O  GR E AT 

F OR  MOU N TA I N  B I K I NG ,  A ND  M I L E S 

OF  C YC LE  L A N E S  C R I S S - C ROS S  T H E 

C OU N T Y,  I NC LUD I NG  A  C OU PLE  OF 

W E L L K NOW N ‘ S POOK Y ’  ROU T E S !

Within these landscapes are special terrains 

such as the Roaches, a rocky ridge which is a 

destination of choice for hiking, rock climbing 

and freerunning. 



It’s impossible to overstate the importance 

of the range of open spaces from parks 

to Peak District for health and well-being. 

Whether in town or countryside there are 

spaces to breathe, to find tranquillity or 

to get active, bringing a better balance 

to otherwise hectic lives. This quality of 

life positively contributes to everyone’s 

mental health, making Staffordshire such 

an attractive place to visit and live.



Staffordshire is very much about full on fun. Where 

else could you find Alton Towers, one of the UK’s most 

iconic theme parks, renowned for ground-breaking 

experiences; Drayton Manor, a much-loved family 

orientated park; the SnowDome, the UK’s first indoor 

ski slope; Waterworld, Monkey Forest, Go Ape and 

 lots more. 

 A ND  F OR  S OM E T H I NG  A  L I T T L E 

D I F F E R E N T  T H E R E ’ S  T H E  R E NOW N E D 

E M M A  B R I D GE WAT E R  FAC TORY 

TOU R ,  WOR L D  OF  W E D G WOOD A ND 

T R E N T HA M  GA RDE N S .  L I T E RA L LY F U N 

F OR  A L L  T H E  FA M I LY .



‘ATTRACTION CENTRAL ’ 

EXPERIENCE

STAFFORDSHIRE I S  THE



INSP IR ING 

AND 

APPLYING 

INGENUITY



S TAF F ORD S H I R E  WA S  ON E  OF  T H E  P I ON E E R 

I NDU S T R I A L  C OU N T I E S  OF  B R I TA I N  A ND 

A  L E A DE R  I N  POT T E RY ,  I RON  A ND  C OA L , 

E NG I N E E R I NG ,  A ND  B R E W I NG ,  W H I L E  

A L S O  B I RT H PL AC E  OF  MOR E  Q U I R K Y 

I N NOVAT I ON S  S UC H  A S  M A R M I T E  A ND  

T H E  F LU S H I NG  TO I L E T . 



Stoke-on-Trent is the world capital of ceramics and that 

industry is advancing rapidly from pottery to mobile 

phones, catalytic converters and space travel. Our area 

has always been a hotbed of innovation and intends to 

carry that forward.



W H I L E  S TAF F ORD S H I R E  C ON T I NUE S 

TO  M A KE  A ND  M A NU FAC TU R E  

M A N Y  T H I NG S ,  I T  A L S O  DE S I G N S  

A ND  C R E AT E S  AT  A  WOR L D  

L E A D I NG  L E VE L . 

The county is home to big businesses and big brands such 

as Jaguar Land Rover, JCB and MOOG - globally significant 

players based in the central, great value and fantastically 

connected Staffordshire, with Manchester, Birmingham 

and London all in easy reach.



The county will continue to be home to 

great businesses through the development 

of large-scale, ideally located and quality 

sites such as i54 South Staffordshire. 

As business evolves, Staffordshire is 

also harnessing that history, spirit of 

enterprise and innovation in smaller, often 

digital, knowledge-based companies. It is 

perfectly placed to do this as it is such a 

great location for lifestyle working; the 

option of rural working or the repurposing 

of the market towns for different and 

quirky spaces.



T H E R E  S I M PLY  I S N ’ T  T H E  DE S I R E 

TO  C ON S TA N T LY  C OM M U T E  TO 

C I T I E S ,  A ND  I F  YOU  CA N  BU I L D 

YOU R  CA R E E R  A ND  FA M I LY  I N 

A  GR E E N  A ND  PL E A S A N T  L A ND , 

W H Y  WOU L DN ’ T  YOU? 

In this regard, the research and innovation found at Keele 

University and the applied excellence of Staffordshire 

University, along with the tremendous number of surrounding 

universities in nearby cities, can help make Staffordshire a 

centre for everything from gaming to agri-tech. 



T H E R E  I S  T H E  POT E N T I A L  F OR  T H E 

U N I VE R S I T I E S  TO  F UE L  A N  U P S U RGE  OF 

E N T R E PR E N E U R I A L I S M  A ND  S O  M UC H 

OP PORTU N I T Y  TO  BU I L D  ON  T H E  I N S I G H T , 

I N T E L L I G E NC E ,  I D E A S  A ND  TA LE N T  F LOW I NG 

T H ROUG H  T H E  S TAF F ORD S H I R E  C OLL E GE S , 

U N I VE R S I T I E S ,  A ND  T H E  M E D ICA L  S C HOOL 

A ND  BU S I N E S S  S C HOOL  AT  K E E L E , 



INNOVATION EXCELLENCE
STAFFORDSHIRE I S



CHERISHING 

OUR 

NATURAL 

L IVEABIL ITY



S TAF F ORD S H I R E  OF F E R S  YOU  A 

GR E AT  C HO IC E  OF  W H E R E  TO  PU T 

DOW N ROOT S ;  F ROM  M A R KE T  TOW N S 

TO  C I T Y  L I V I NG ,  C HA RAC T E R F U L 

V I L L AGE S  TO  N E W C OM M U N I T I E S , 

A ND  A L L  I N  A  RU RA L  S E T T I NG . 

There is no doubt that this is a landscape for living, as it 

combines fabulously friendly local communities with easy 

connections to the major cities of Birmingham, Manchester 

and London, in a place where you’ll never be short of 

something to do.



Staffordshire defines liveability in that of 

course the bricks and mortar you live in 

matter hugely, but it is so much more than 

that. Liveability is a coming together of 

your physical, social and cultural needs; 

your mental well-being and self-worth in a 

place you are happy to call home. 

 

Staffordshire not only provides this, it 

values it. When you have access to green 

space, wonderful woodlands and big skies, 

it just gives you the opportunity to feel 

good about yourself. This is a safe county 

and an amazing place to bring up a family 

while still forging your career from home, 

a local studio or office, a shared space, 

café or city; perhaps all of them!



OU R  A I M  I S  A  GOOD  L I F E  F OR  A L L ,  A ND 

T HAT  C OM B I N E S  S O  M A N Y  A S PE C T S  F ROM 

Q UA L I T Y  E DUCAT I ON ,  W H IC H  W E  HAVE  AT 

A L L  L E VE L S ,  T R E M E NDOU S  LOCA L  S U P PORT 

N E T WOR K S  AC ROS S  OU R  C OM M U N I T I E S , 

I M PROV I NG  OU R  PUB L IC  T RA N S PORT , 

A ND  C ON T I NU I NG  TO  B E  A  GR E AT  VA LUE 

LOCAT I ON ,  TO  AU T H E N T IC  A ND  A RT I S A N 

LOCA L  F OOD  A ND  DR I N K .



We are privileged to have such a fantastic natural 

environment and we know we must care for and 

invest in it as much as any business park or piece of 

infrastructure. It attracts people to us; it is our visitor 

offer and a reason to invest here. Alongside this, our 

place is steeped in stories from the industrial revolution 

to unearthing the Staffordshire Hoard, from pottery 

to brewing beer; our history and heritage is a rich and 

interwoven tapestry that defines what we are today 

and will be tomorrow.



STAFFORDSHIRE BRINGS

OUT THE BEST IN YOU



THE B IG 

IDEA FOR 

STAFFORDSHIRE



T H E  B I G  I DE A  I S  A N  E MOT I ON A L  A ND  B E HAV I OU RA L 

S TAT E M E N T  OF  I N T E N T  F OR  S TAF F ORD S H I R E ,  

A ND  S I T S  AB OVE  A ND  A LONG S I DE  T H E  T H E M E S .  

I T  PROJE C T S  W HAT  T H E  P L AC E  I S  AB OU T ,  W HAT  I T 

S TA ND S  F OR  A ND  W HAT  I S  I M PORTA N T .  T H I S  I S N ’ T  A 

S T RAPL I N E  OR  M A R KE T I NG  M E S S AGE ,  RAT H E R  I T  I S 

A  S T RAT E G IC  S I G N ATU R E  F OR  T H E  W HOLE  A R E A . 



B Y  C HA NG I NG  OU R  T H I N K I NG ,  DO I NG 

T H I NG S  D I F F E R E N T LY ,  W E  CA N  B E T T E R 

U T I L I S E  A L L  OU R  A S S E T S :  RA D I AT I NG 

I N F LUE NC E ,  BU I L D I NG  C ON F I DE NC E , 

C U LT I VAT I NG  A ND  E NC OU RAG I NG 

S T RONG  L E A DE R S H I P ,  DE VE LOP I NG 

N E W R E L AT I ON S H I P S ,  B R I NG I NG 

BU S I N E S S  A ND  PL AC E  TOGE T H E R .



STAFFORDSHIRE :

NATIONALLY VALUED CENTRE



S TAF F ORD S H I R E  I S  A  P L AC E  OF  GR E AT 

VA LUE  F OR  T H E  C OM M U N I T Y  W I T H I N  I T  A ND 

T H E  C I T I E S  T HAT  S U R ROU ND  I T  B E CAU S E  OF 

I T S  GR E E N  Q UA L I T Y  OF  L I F E .  

T H E  AT T RAC T I ON S  I T  HOS T S ,  T H E  AC T I V I T I E S 

ON  OF F E R ,  T H E  VA R I E T Y  OF  I N V I T I NG 

P L AC E S  TO  L I V E ,  A ND  T H E  BU S I N E S S 

OP PORTU N I T I E S  YOU  CA N  C R E AT E  OR  

B E  PA RT  OF .



HOM E  TO  T H E  N AT I ON A L  M E MOR I A L 

A RB OR E TU M ,  N AT I ON A L  F OOT BA LL 

C E N T R E ,  A  N AT I ON A L  PA R K ,  

T H E  N AT I ON A L  F OR E S T ,  N AT I ON A L 

B R E W E RY  C E N T R E ,  WOR L D  CAP I TA L 

OF  C E RA M IC S ;  I T  I S  N AT I ON A LLY 

S I G N I F I CA N T  A ND  C E N T R E D . 



 

H E R E  I S  A  P L AC E  YOU  CA N  S TA RT 

ON  T H E  HOU S I NG  L A DDE R ,  

A  CA R E E R ,  A  FA M I LY ,  A  BU S I N E S S ; 

A ND  A  P L AC E  YOU  CA N  S TAY  TO 

L I V E ,  TO  V I S I T ,  TO  HAVE  F U N ,  TO 

PU T  DOW N ROOT S  A ND  GROW.



Staffordshire is the heart of England, centred between and 

complementarily connected to Birmingham and Manchester; a place 

that reaches out as a significant partner and a county that enjoys  

being part of and adding value to the Midlands Engine and the  

Northern Powerhouse.



I T  I S  LOCAT I ON ,  L A ND S CAPE  A ND  L I V E AB I L I T Y ,  

I T  I S  A F FAB LY  AF F ORDAB LE ,  

I T  I S  H E A LT H  A ND  W E L L - B E I NG ,  

I T  I S  I N NOVAT I VE  A ND  I NGE N I OU S ,  

I T  I S  VA LUE D  A ND  VA LUAB LE :  I T  I S  A ND  

W E  A R E  S TAF F ORD S H I R E .
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